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May 17, 2018 

 

The Special Meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 6:07 p.m., on Thursday, May 17, 2018, by 

Chairman Anthony Amato. Present were Board members John Buonaiuto, Michelle Gorra, James Hirschfield 

(6:52), Stephanie Kolnick, Jennifer Pote, Lisa Roush, and Julie Stuart.  Patricia Cosentino, Ed.D., Superintendent, 

and Robert Giesen, Director of Finance were also present.  Alan Brown, Gregory Cava, Michael Sinatra, and 

Peter Tagley were absent. 

 

Also present were:  Teresa DeBrito, Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment; Lori Ferreira, Associate 

Principal at SVS;  Kim Gallo, Principal at SVS; Emily Judd, Principal at WPS. 

 

Chairman Amato turned the meeting over to Michelle Gorra to review the 2018-2019 school budget. Mrs. Gorra 

reminded the Board that the budget had previously been brought down to a 2.76% increase before going to 

referendum.  The budget was initially $23,028,679 (7.67% increase), with cuts prior to the vote, the budget had 

been brought down to $21,976,740, a 2.76% increase. Mrs. Gorra stated that she had met with Dr. Cosentino 

regarding additional cuts. 

 

 

DISCUSSION ON 2018-2019 SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET 

 

Dr. Cosentino talked about her meeting with administrators to put together a list of reductions for the Board to 

consider. Two handouts were distributed and Mrs. Gorra led a discussion as each item was reviewed.  Discussion 

and comments follow on the Public Relations item as well as the responsibilities of the technology staff and how 

scheduling would be impacted if an art position was reduced. 

 

At 6:52pm James Hirschfield arrived. 

 

Conversation continued with questions pertaining to each of the items listed as potential cuts. The administrators 

helped to clarify duties of positions and how it would impact students. As discussion continued, it was evident 

that the superintendent’s salary and an art teacher position had support to be reduced.  

 

A .5 FTE reduction of an administrator was discussed with Dr. Cosentino elaborating on how to restructure; the  

position would become .5 FTE administrator/.5 FTE teacher position. Discussion included considering cutting a 

1.0 FTE administrator.  Chairman Amato offered going into Executive Session should the Board decide they 

would like further discussion on the matter. 

 

Julie Stuart expressed concern that voters may have been confusing the school budget vote with an AgSTEM 

vote. It was recommended that more effort by the Board be made to clarify the budget this next vote and getting 

people out to vote. Michelle Gorra spoke on the voting numbers related to the failed budget. Discussion included 

ways to educate the public on the new proposed budget and ways to encourage people to vote.   

 

A brief conversation on the duties of the new AgSTEM Director followed. 

 

At 7:23pm, John Buonaiuto left the meeting. 

 

From the audience, Chris Collum, Washington, stood and commented on the budget and AgSTEM before leaving. 

 



 

MOTION: made by James Hirschfield, that the Board cut from the sheet in front of them, from presented to  

  them by the administration item numbers 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, which is approximately $182,000.  

  (Superintendent salary, Public Relations, Facilities/Maintenance, Program Changes, .6 FTE Art   

  teacher, 2 Educational Assistants, Burnham Library clerk) 

              

No second to the motion. No vote. 

 

Michelle Gorra recapped comments including a proposal by Julie Stuart for items 1, 6, 7, 9. (Superintendent’s 

salary, .6 FTE Art teacher, 2 Educational Assistants, .5 FTE Administrator).   Acknowledging that although there 

was a quorum, Chairman Amato suggested moving discussion and delaying the vote on the reductions and the 

budget to the start of Monday night’s Board meeting on May 21, when more members would be in attendance 

stating that the cuts are significant therefore all Board members should be present. 

 

MOTION: made by Anthony Amato, seconded by Michelle Gorra, to adjourn tonight’s meeting and pick it  

  up on Monday, May 21 at 7:00 pm. Starting Monday’s meeting with the continuation from this  

  evening. 

 

Discussion continued regarding reductions. There was a sense of agreement in the reduction of the superintendent’s 

salary and the .6 FTE reduction of an art teacher position. 

 

Chairman Amato tabled his motion to adjourn. 

 

MOTION: made by Michelle Gorra, seconded by James Hirschfield, to agree to remove $15,583,  

  superintendent’s salary and $38,555, .6 FTE art teacher from the budget. 

 

VOTE:  In favor:     Michelle Gorra, James Hirschfield, Stephanie Kolnick, Jennifer Pote, Lisa Roush,  

      and Julie Stuart. 

 

Opposed:    Anthony Amato 

 

Motion passed (6 – 1 – 0) 

 

With these two cuts totaling $54,138, the budget is currently at $21,922,602 (2.51% increase). 

 

TABLED  
MOTION:   to adjourn tonight’s meeting and continue it to Monday, May 21, seconded by Julie Stuart. 

 

VOTE:  unanimous. 

 

Motion passed (6 – 1 – 0) 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40pm. 
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